The auditor in Plato's "The Republic"

376a Would not he who is fitted to be a guardian, besides the spirited nature,

need to have the qualities of a philosopher?

376c¢ Then he who is to be a really good and noble guardian of the State will

376d

395c

require to unite in himself philosophy and spirit and swiftness and
strength?

Then we have found the desired natures; and now that we have found
them, how are they to be reared and educated?

If then we adhere to our original notion and bear in mind that our
guardians, setting aside every other business, are to dedicate themselves
wholly to the maintenance of freedom in the State, making this their
craft, and engaging in no work which does not bear on this end, they
ought not to practise or imitate anything else; if they imitate at all, they
should imitate from youth upward only those characters which are
suitable to their profession --the courageous, temperate, holy, free, and
the like; but they should not depict or be skilful at imitating any kind of
illiberality or baseness, lest from imitation they should come to be what
they imitate

403e That they must abstain from intoxication has been already remarked by

us; for of all persons a guardian should be the last to get drunk and not
know where in the world he is.

412e Then there must be a selection. Let us note among the guardians those

who in their whole life show the greatest eagerness to do what is for the
good of their country, and the greatest repugnance to do what is against
her interests.

416e [ ] In the first place, none of them shoula have any property of his own

beyond what is absolutely necessary; neither should they have a private
house or store closed against any one who has a mind to enter; their
provisions should be only such as are required by trained warriors, who
are men of temperance and courage; they should agree to receive from
the citizens a fixed rate of pay, enough to meet the expenses of the year
and no more; and they will go and live together like soldiers in a camp.
Gold and silver we will tell them that they have from God; the diviner
metal is within them, and they have therefore no need of the dross which
is current among men, and ought not to pollute the divine by any such
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417a

419a

420a

earthly admixture; for that commoner metal has been the source of
many unholy deeds, but their own is undefiled.

- 417b And they alone of all the citizens may not touch or handle silver or
gold, or be under the same roof with them, or wear them, or drink from
them. And this will be their salvation, and they will be the saviours of the
State.

But should they ever acquire homes or lands or moneys of their own,
they will become housekeepers and husbandmen instead of guardians,
enemies and tyrants instead of allies of the other citizens; hating and
being hated, plotting and being plotted against, they will pass their whole
life in much greater terror of internal than of external enemies, and the
hour of ruin, both to themselves and to the rest of the State, will be at
hand. For all which reasons may we not say that thus shall our State be
ordered, and that these shall be the regulations appointed by us for
guardians concerning their houses and all other matters?

- 420a Here Adeimantus interposed a question: How would you answer,
Socrates, said he, if a person were to say that you are making these
people miserable, and that they are the cause of their own unhappiness;
the city in fact belongs to them, but they are none the better for it;
whereas other men acquire lands, and build large and handsome houses,
and have everything handsome about them, offering sacrifices to the
gods on their own account, and practising hospitality; moreover, as you
were saying just now, they have gold and silver, and all that is usual
among the favourites of fortune; but our poor citizens are no better than
mercenaries who are quartered in the city and are always mounting
guard?

Yes, I said; and you may add that they are only fed, and not paid in
addition to their food, like other men; and therefore they cannot, if they
would, take a journey of pleasure; they have no money to spend on a
mistress or any other luxurious fancy, which, as the world goes, is
thought to be happiness; and many other accusations of the same nature
might be added.

420b [] And our answer will be that, even as they are, our guardians may very

421c

likely be the happiest of men; but that our aim in founding the State was
not the disproportionate happiness of any one class, but the greatest
happiness of the whole;

[1 And therefore we must consider whether in appointing our guardians
we would look to their greatest happiness individually, or whether this
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principle of happiness does not rather reside in the State as a whole. But
the latter be the truth, then the guardians and auxillaries, and all others
equally with them, must be compelled or induced to do their own work in
the best way. And thus the whole State will grow up in a noble order, and
the several classes will receive the proportion of happiness which nature
assigns to them.

429a And so by reason of the smallest part or class, and of the knowledge
which resides in this presiding and ruling part of itself, the whole State,
being thus constituted according to nature, will be wise; and this, which
has the only knowledge worthy to be called wisdom, has been ordained
by nature to be of all classes the least.
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